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L owel l  I n ter n ati on al  E lem en tar y  S ch ool  

Assessment Pol i cy 

 
M ISSION 

The mi ssi on at  Low el l  Internati onal  El em entary School  i s to devel op gl obal l y 

m i nded l earners of  strong character,  w ho are goal  dri ven tow ards hi gher 

educati on.  

Phi l osophy 
 
At Low el l  Internati onal  El ementary School ,  w e bel i eve that assessment i s a 
conti nuati on of  the l earni ng process.  Assessment i s not onl y used to gather 
data,  but i t  i s al so used to i nf orm i nstruct i on.    It  i s essenti al  i n the 
devel opment of  the next l earni ng steps f or both teacher and student.  Low el l  
teachers use both f ormati ve and summati ve assessments.   The purpose,  
m ethod,  and success cri teri a of  the assessment are evi dent duri ng al l  phases 
of  the assessment process.     
 

Purpose of  Assessm ent at  Low el l  Internati onal  El em entary School  
   
Assessment i s used by students,  teachers,  and parents to i nf orm,  moni tor,  and 
gui de l earni ng and i nstructi on.   It  i s a purposef ul  tool  that enabl es students to 
set  and achi eve i ndi vi dual i zed goal s,  and w hi ch provi des opportuni t i es to 
ref l ect  on that data.  
 
Students:    Assessment assi sts students i n the dem onstrati on of  the 
ski l l s/ strategi es/ atti tudes they have mastered and i n the i denti f i cati on of  
those they need to i mprove.   It  engages students i n ref l ecti on and gi ves them 
ow nershi p of  thei r l earni ng.  
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Teachers:   Assessment assi sts teachers i n i nstructi onal  pl anni ng as they 
ref l ect  on how  best to engage and serve the needs of  thei r students i n the types 
of  l earni ng that the Pri mary Years Programme supports.  
 
Parents:   Assessment strengthens the parent/ student/  teacher rel ati onshi p.   It  
i nf orms parents regardi ng student strengths,  w eaknesses,  and areas of  
grow th.  
 
School :   Assessment i nf orms school  w i de goal - sett i ng and school  
i mprovement pl ans.   It  gi ves us a base f rom w hi ch to operate.    
 

Recordi ng and Reporti ng 
K5- 5th grade report  cards are shared wi th parents i n w ri t i ng si x t i mes a year,  
through the use of  three i nteri m report  cards and three tri mester report  cards.  
K4 report  cards are sent home three t i m es a year.  Formal  parent/ teacher 
conf erences are hel d tw i ce a year,  and i nf ormal  conf erences are hel d on an on-
goi ng basi s.   Report  card envel opes are si gned by parents and returned to 
school .   
 
The di stri ct  STAR ( Renai ssance Learni ng)  scores are pri nted and shared w i th 
parents three t i mes a year.   The state Forw ard Exam scores are shared annual l y 
i n the Fal l .   Al l  scores are avai l abl e on the school  di stri ct ’ s appl i cati on page 
vi a the “ Dashboard”  page or i n Inf i ni te Cam pus.   Hard copi es are mai ntai ned 
i n each student’s cumul ati ve f ol der.  
 

Types of  Assessment:  
 
Pre- Assessment 
Pre- assessment occurs bef ore students engage i n new  l earni ng.   It  acti vates 
pri or know l edge and experi ences and di ctates f urther l earni ng.   Exampl es of  
pre- assessment i ncl ude KW L charts,  “ I wonder”  boards,  questi onnai res,  and 
w ri tten responses.  
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Form ati ve Assessment 
Form ati ve assessment i s i ncorporated i nto the dai l y l earni ng process.   It  
provi des teachers w i th the i nf orm ati on they need to i nf orm students about 
how  to i m prove thei r perf ormance.   Frequent use of  f ormati ve assessment 
al l ow s f or di f f erenti ati on of  i nstructi on f or al l  students.   Exampl es of  
f ormati ve assessments i ncl ude Cl assroom Assessments Based on Standards,  
observati ons,  sel f - assessment,  anecdotal  notes,  checkl i sts,  and 
student/ teacher conf erenci ng.    
 
Sum mati ve Assessment 
Summati ve assessment occurs at  the end of  a teachi ng and l earni ng cycl e.   It  
gi ves students the opportuni ty to dem onstrate w hat has been l earned by 
appl yi ng thei r know l edge i n new  and authenti c w ays.   It  i nf orm s and i mproves 
student l earni ng and the teachi ng process.   The summati ve assessment task 
f or each uni t  of  i nqui ry i s col l aborati vel y desi gned at  the begi nni ng of  each 
uni t  by the teacher,  and di rectl y measures the understandi ng of  the central  
i dea.  A cl earl y def i ned rubri c i s used as the assessment tool  by the teacher and 
as a sel f - assessment tool  by the student.   At  the compl eti on of  each uni t  of  
i nqui ry,  students engage i n a ref l ecti on response summari zi ng thei r 
understandi ng.   Exampl es of  sum mati ve assessments i ncl ude reports,  pl ays,  
presentati ons,  di spl ays,  and 5th grade Exhi bi t i on.    
 
Student Sel f - Assessm ent 
Student sel f - assessm ent i s i nterw oven throughout dai l y l earni ng to engage 
students i n ref l ecti on as a conti nual  process.  Students use the rubri c i n each 
uni t  to assess thei r w ork al ongsi de the teacher.   Students are gi ven adequate 
t i me to ref l ect  on thei r progress i n both academi c areas and on the attri butes 
expressed i n the l earner prof i l e.    
 
Portf ol i os 
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A portf ol i o i s one method of  col l ecti ng and stori ng i nf ormati on that can be 
used to document student progress and achi evement.   It  i s a record of  a 
student’s i nvol vement i n l earni ng and i s desi gned to demonstrate success,  
grow th,  hi gher- order thi nki ng,  creati vi ty,  assessment strategi es,  and 
ref l ecti on ( Maki ng the PYP Happen,  2007) .  
 
Each portf ol i o contai ns exampl es of  a student’s w ork and i s desi gned to serve 
tw o mai n purposes.   Fi rst ,  portf ol i os can be uti l i zed by students to vi ew  thei r 
body of  w ork and to expl ore thei r ow n grow th over t i me.   Second,  portf ol i os 
are an i mportant means of  communi cati on betw een the school  and the parent.   
Portf ol i os hel p parents to see thei r chi l d’s devel opment throughout the year.   
The authenti c w ork assembl ed i n the portf ol i o i s representati ve of  the chi l d’s 
true abi l i t i es and w i l l  ref l ect  aspects of  the Internati onal  Baccal aureate PYP 
att i tudes,  trans- di sci pl i nary ski l l s,  and l earner prof i l e that may otherw i se go 
unnoti ced.    
 
Exhi bi t i on 
The f i nal  year of  the PYP at  Low el l  El ementary School  i s grade f i ve.  Al l  f i f th 
grade students w i l l  part i ci pate i n the PYP Exhi bi t i on.   Thi s i s a sel f - di rected 
experi ence i n w hi ch students demonstrate thei r understandi ng of  the 
essenti al  el ements ( know l edge,  ski l l s,  att i tudes,  acti on,  and concepts)  of  the 
PYP program.   The Exhi bi t i on provi des an authenti c summati ve assessment of  
the PYP programme.   As a cul mi nati ng experi ence,  i t  i s an opportuni ty f or 
students to exhi bi t  the attri butes of  the IB l earner prof i l e that  they have been 
devel opi ng through thei r engagement w i th the PYP.  Students are i nvol ved i n 
i denti f yi ng,  i nvesti gati ng,  and of f eri ng sol uti ons to real - l i f e i ssues.    
 

Di stri ct  and State Assessm ents 
 
Forw ard Exam:   The Low el l  students i n grades 3- 5 take the W i sconsi n Forw ard 
Exam.  The Exam i s desi gned to gauge how  w el l  students are doi ng i n rel ati on 
to the W i sconsi n Academi c Standards.  These standards outl i ne w hat students 
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shoul d know  and be abl e to do i n order to be col l ege and career ready.  The 
Forw ard Exam i s admi ni stered onl i ne i n the spri ng of  each school  year.  Grades 
3 and 5 are assessed i n the area of  Engl i sh Language Arts and Mathemati cs.  
Grade 4 i s assessed i n Engl i sh Language Arts,  Mathemati cs,  Sci ence and Soci al  
Studi es.   
 
STAR:  STAR i s a uni versal  screener used i n grades 1 through hi gh school  to 
assess the areas of  earl y l i teracy,  readi ng,  and math.  It  i s avai l abl e i n both 
Engl i sh and Spani sh and provi des teachers w i th i nf ormati on on students’  
academ i c perf ormance rel ati ve to w hol e- cl ass i nstructi on and i s used as part  
of  the i denti f i cati on process of  students f or addi t i onal  support and 
i nterventi on.  Every student uses a goal  sett i ng sheet to i denti f y thei r current 
score i n each secti on and to set a goal  f or the next test .   Students i denti f y thei r 
ow n roadbl ocks to overcome and create an acti on pl an w i th sel f - assessment.  
 
ACCESS f or ELLs:  Students i denti f i ed as Engl i sh Learners ( ELs)  are requi red to 
be assessed annual l y to determi ne thei r l evel  of  Engl i sh l anguage prof i ci ency 
( ELP)  and ensure that they are progressi ng i n achi evi ng f ul l  Engl i sh 
prof i ci ency.  The pedagogi cal  team uti l i zes thi s data i n determi ni ng 
programmi ng f or the next year.  The data i s al so used f or state and f ederal  
reporti ng purposes.  
 
CogAT:  The CogAt Test  ( Cogni t i ve Abi l i t i es Test)  i s admi ni stered to al l  second 
graders annual l y,  i n the month of  November.  CogAT assesses students’  
abi l i t i es i n reasoni ng and probl em sol vi ng,  usi ng verbal ,  quanti tati ve,  and 
nonverbal  ( speci al )  symbol s.  It  i s used as a screener i n second grade to hel p 
i denti f y students f or possi bl e el i gi bi l i ty f or gi f ted and tal ented programs and 
m ay al so be used i n other grade l evel s on an i ndi vi dual  student basi s.  
 
Teacher' s Observati on of  Potenti al  i n Students ( TOPS) :   The TOPS tool  i s used 
to screen potenti al l y gi f ted and tal ented behavi or and characteri st i cs i n 
el em entary grade students.  Each year,  September to December,  teachers 
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trai ned i n usi ng TOPS w i l l  observe thei r students w i th an at- potenti al ,  
strength- based approach duri ng hands- on l earni ng experi ences such as 
i nqui ry uni ts or STEM.  In December,  based on m ul ti pl e student observati ons,  
teachers w i l l  nomi nate students that demonstrated gi f ted potenti al  w i th 
f requency and/ or i ntensi ty.  
 
Readi ng Readi ness:  W i s.  Stats.  118. 016 requi res each pupi l  enrol l ed i n 4- year- ol d 
ki ndergarten to 2nd grade i n a school  di stri ct  or i n a charter school  to be 
annual l y assessed f or readi ng readi ness.  Start i ng i n 2021- 2022,  MPS w i l l  use a 
new  com bi nati on of  tool s to meet these requi rements at  each grade 
l evel .  Bri gance Screens III i s the new  assessment f or K4 and K5 students.  The 
purpose of  thi s tool  i s to provi de teachers and parents of  students i n grades 
K3- K5 i ncl udi ng Head Start  w i th consi stent and rel i abl e assessment data of  
chi l d devel opment,  behavi oral ,  motor,  l anguage,  soci al ,  cogni t i ve,  and 
em oti onal  ski l l s,  as w el l  as i denti f y students i n need of  targeted support i n 
l earni ng,  earl y l i teracy ski l l s,  and overal l  general  devel opm ent .  The screener 
i s admi ni stered w i thi n the student' s f i rst  45 days of  school  each year.  The f i rst  
and second grade students take STAR as thei r Readi ng Readi ness assessment.  

NAEP:  Nati onal  Assessment of  Educati onal  Progress i s admi ni stered to a 
random  sel ecti on of  4th grade students.  Thi s data i s used to create the 
Nati on’s Report  Card.  

 
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.016

