O
LowellInternational Elementary School

Inclusion Policy

MISSION

The mission at Lowell Elementary School is to developglobally mindedlearners
of strong character, who are goal driven towards higher education.

Philosophy

Lowell International Elementary School is a small school with a big heart.
Inclusivenessis the core value that the school is built on. There are no entrance
requirements and thereis noapplication process to become a student at Lowell.
All Milwaukee Public School students from Four-Year- Old Kindergarten through
fifth grade are welcome. Lowell staff and students maintainasafeand
respectful environment, where professional and personal growth has room to
flourish. Family and community engagementisactively cultivated. The
curriculum and atmosphere are rootedininquiry-basedlearningand global

awareness.

Practice

The Lowell School community strongly believes that every Lowell student will
become a globally minded person with strong character traits as developed
through fidelity tothe IBPYP Programme. All members of the community believe
inandarecommittedtothereality that wewill buildaninclusiveclimate and
culture forall students. All students canand will participateinthe IBPYP

Programme to the best of their ability.
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LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Lowell International Elementary School is part of Milwaukee PublicSchools. In
Milwaukee Public Schools no person may be denied admission to or participation
inthe benefits of, or be discriminatedagainstinany curricular, extracurricular,
student service, recreational, or other program or activity, because of the
person’s sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, gender nonconformity,
race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or
parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, orlearning
disability or handicap, or any other characteristic protected by applicable law,
includingwithout limitation by enumeration: section 118.13, Wis. Stats.; TitleIX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (sex); Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(race, color, and national origin); and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of

1973 (disability).

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITY

The Lowell International Elementary School Primary Years Programme
recognizes that students come from a variety of diverse cultures and
backgrounds with a wide range of academic, physical, social and behavioral
needs. Lowell International Elementary School is committedto servingall
students including those with the need for specialized education services.
This mayinclude students with:

e Autism spectrum disorders
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e Deaf and hard of hearing

e Developmental cognitive disabilities
e Developmental delays

e Emotional or behavioral disorders

e Other healthdisabilities

e Specificlearningdisabilities

e Speechorlanguageimpairments

Traumaticbraininjury

Furthermore, the staff of Lowell agrees that students with special education
needs at our school are able to participate in the school’s mission of
empowering the whole child by nurturing the development of personal growth,
strong character, academicexcellence, and global vision. To ensure the Lowell
International Elementary School’s missionis accessible toall students:

e lowell staff will provide individualizedspecial education servicesto
meet the unique needs of students with special needs.

e Special education mayinclude modifications toteachingorinstructionin
the general education classroom, individual or small group specialized
instruction orrelated services such as occupational, speech/language or
physical therapy.

e Servicesare developedand providedinaccordance with a student’s

Individualized Education Plan (IEP), which details the necessary services
andaccommodations that are to be provided.
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e Studentswith special needs are servicedinaccordance with the Individuals
with Disabilities Act (IDEA), which grantsincreased parental participation
and protection for students.

e 504 plansareissuedforstudents who experience medical conditions that
require certain temporary or long-term accommodations.

COMMON PRACTICES OF THE IBCONTINUUM

The Lowell International Elementary School community aligns all educational
practices tothe IBStandards. Resources and support are allocatedforandarein
place to ensure that both students and teachers receive the required assistance to
successfullyimplement the IBPYP Programme alignedto the IB standards.

Examples of thisinclude, but are not limitedto:

e Special Education teachers and Special Education paraprofessionals

e Full timeclassroom paraprofessionals

e Occupational and Physical Therapists

e Afull time School Speech and Language Pathologist

e Social worker, Psychologist, and Guidance Counselor

e Supports forthe English Language Learners

e ALEKS program, computer support for students through the Office of
Advanced Academics

e Participationinthe SURGE grant - Serving the Under Represented by
Grouping Equitably - in order toidentify andincrease the number of
students in Gifted and Talented programs andtoincrease academic

achievement through Response to Intervention.
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Participationinthe Visual Thinking Curriculum-The staff and students
receive traininginthe Creative Teaching Strategies. Students learn
through noticingand wondering about different pieces of art relatedto the
topicandthe content area.

Genius Hour for the students towork in groups based on theirinterest
School Support Teacher to provide transformative coachingfor
differentiatedinstruction toincrease student success.

Specialized and adaptive equipment

Adapting PE for students with mobilityissue: Auditory adjustments for
students with auditory needs, noise canceling headphones readily
available, specialized small groupinstruction, mindful area has been
created

Differentiatedinstructionforall learners

Multiple ways to show evidence of learning

Students receive specificaccommodations based on theirindividual needs.
Accommodations basedon family situations (ELL, homeless, foster care,

absent parents)
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