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L owel l  I n ter n ati on al  E lem en tar y  S ch ool  

Language Pol i cy 

M ISSION 

The mi ssi on at  Low el l  Internati onal  El em entary School  i s to devel op gl obal l y 

m i nded l earners of  strong character,  w ho are goal  dri ven tow ards hi gher 

educati on.  

Phi l osophy 

At Low el l  Internati onal  El ementary School ,  w e vi ew  l anguage acqui si t i on as an 
on- goi ng process.   It  i s a shared responsi bi l i ty of  al l  teachers,  parents,  and 
students,  w i th the understandi ng that each student progresses at  hi s or her ow n 
pace.  W e al so bel i eve that al l  students shoul d have the opportuni ty to l earn a 
second l anguage.  Thi s enabl es students to understand the thi nki ng and cul ture of  
others.   Through com muni cati on i n another l anguage,  students are more prepared 
to understand the gl obal  w orl d i n w hi ch they l i ve,  enabl i ng them to be acti ve 
parti ci pants i n mul ti l i ngual  communi ti es at  home and around the w orl d.  A Home 
Language Survey i s admi ni stered to the f ami l i es of  students at  the t i me of  
adm i ssi on.  Low el l  currentl y has f ami l i es speaki ng at  l east  ten di f f erent 
l anguages.  

Purpose 

Inqui rers:   Learners use thei r l anguage ski l l s to ask probi ng questi ons and to make 
connecti ons i n order to understand thei r w orl d.  

Thi nkers:   Learners w i l l  w ork col l aborati vel y to communi cate and to appl y 
probl em sol vi ng ski l l s.  

Com muni cators:   Learners w i l l  use thei r l anguage ski l l s through verbal  and vi sual  
modes to convey understandi ng i n vari ous sett i ngs.  
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Ri sk Takers:  Learners w i l l  attempt to com muni cate i n a l anguage outsi de of  thei r 
m other tongue.  

Open- Mi nded:   Learners w i l l  understand the i mportance of  other w orl d 
l anguages and cul tures.   

Cari ng:   Learners w i l l  be compassi onate and empatheti c and val ue the i deas and 
opi ni ons of  others.  

Know l edgeabl e:   Learners w i l l  gai n an understandi ng of  concepts across a broad 
range of  di sci pl i nes.  

Ref l ecti ve:   Learners w i l l  ref l ect  upon thei r know l edge of  thei r  new  l anguage and 
l ook f or areas and w ays i n w hi ch to i mprove thei r ski l l s.  

Bal anced:   Learners wi l l  understand the i mportance of  both thei r mother tongue 
and a second l anguage.   They w i l l  f i nd a bal ance betw een speaki ng,  l i steni ng and 

w ri t i ng w hen i nteracti ng w i th others.  

Pri nci pl ed:   Learners w i l l  communi cate usi ng thei r l anguage ski l l s i n a m anner 

w hi ch i s respectf ul  and proper.  

Pri nci pl es and Practi ces of  Teachi ng Language 

Bal anced Li teracy Program 
● Instructi on i s scaf f ol ded i n the areas of  phonem i c aw areness,  phoni cs,  

f l uency,  vocabul ary,  and comprehensi on devel opm ent.  
● Readi ng,  w ri t i ng,  speaki ng,  and l i steni ng are the f our parts of  a bal anced 

l i teracy program.  
● Students parti ci pate i n sel f - sel ected readi ng experi ences to gai n 

know l edge i n areas of  i nterest .  

Vari ety of  Resources to Devel op Language 
● The school  has a readi ng and ELA bl ock.  
● W ord w al l s and vocabul ary i nstructi on i s promi nent i n cl assrooms.  
● Each cl assroom i s a l i teracy ri ch envi ronment.  
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● Spel l i ng i nstructi on and practi ce i s i ntegrated throughout the day to 
support devel opi ng l anguage ski l l s.    

● The school  l i brary contai ns materi al s to represent the di f f erent cul tures 
and l anguages w i thi n the school  communi ty.  

● Technol ogy i s uti l i zed to support ,  model ,  and enhance i nstructi on of  

l anguage.  

Learni ng and Teachi ng Practi ces 

Students l earn best through the i ntegrati on of  readi ng,  w ri t i ng,  l i steni ng,  
speaki ng,  and vi ew i ng i n a transdi sci pl i nary manner.  Engl i sh/ Language Arts 
Comm on Core Standards are used i n the uni ts of  i nqui ry.  Som e of  the practi ces at  
Low el l  Internati onal  El ementary School  i ncl ude:  

Bal anced Li teracy Di f f erenti ated 
Instructi on 

Pri nt Ri ch 
Envi ronment 

Fl exi bl e groupi ng- whol e smal l  and i ndi vi dual  Use of  technol ogy 

See,  Thi nk,  W onder 
Vi sual  Thi nki ng 

 Strategi es 

Gui ded readi ng usi ng a 
vari ety of  genres 

Read to sel f - sel f  
sel ected books based 

on student i nterest  

Teacher model ed 

thi nk al oud readi ng 

Cl assroom l i brari es Maki ng 
connecti ons( text to 

real  l i f e,  text  to text)  

 

Prof essi onal  Devel opm ent/ Support 
● Teachers are of f ered a vari ety of  support f rom the di stri ct  and school  

personnel  regardi ng researched best practi ces i n the area of  l anguage 
acqui si t i on.  
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● Teachers are encouraged to attend trai ni ng i n areas of  i nterest  w i th a f ocus 
on readi ng,  w ri t i ng,  speaki ng,  and l i steni ng.  

● Staf f  at  Low el l  recei ved trai ni ng and support i n best practi ces f or 
supporti ng Engl i sh Language Learners.  
 

Parent/ Home and School  Connecti on M other Tongue Support 
● Seek to gai n more support usi ng vari ous com muni ty organi zati ons.  
● Interpretati on servi ces are avai l abl e as needed f or f ami l i es.  
● Correspondence i n m other tongue i s avai l abl e.  
● Many vol unteers,  paraprof essi onal s and the school  secretary speak a 

second l anguage and of f er support i n students’  mother tongues.  
● The l i brary i s bui l di ng i ts f orei gn l anguage secti on,  w i th an em phasi s on 

t i t l es w ri tten i n the mother tongues of  our current popul ati on.  

Spani sh Language Experi ence 
● Formal  Spani sh i nstructi on i s del i vered w eekl y f or al l  grades.  
● Teachers use Spani sh i n thei r cl assrooms to rei nf orce the ef f orts of  the 

Spani sh teacher.  
● A vari ety of   books i n Spani sh are avai l abl e i n the school  l i brary 
● Items throughout the school  and i n cl assrooms are l abel ed i n both Spani sh 

and Engl i sh 

Engl i sh Language Learner ( ELL)  Support 
Low el l  Internati onal  El ementary School ,  as a part  of  Mi l w aukee Publ i c School s,  i s 
commi tted to educati onal  programs that provi de l anguage mi nori ty students 
w i th the l i ngui st i c,  cul tural ,  and academi c ski l l s necessary to f uncti on f ul l y i n an 
Engl i sh- speaki ng soci ety,  w hi l e contri buti ng to thei r general  educati onal  
devel opm ent,  w i thout compromi si ng thei r pri de i n thei r nati ve l anguage and 
cul tural  background.   

Low el l  Internati onal  El ementary School  has adopted certai n pri nci pl es to best 
promote l anguage acqui si t i on i n a l earner- centered approach.  These pri nci pl es 
gui de the teachi ng/ l earni ng process,  based on the premi se that l earners master a 
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l anguage best w hen:   
● They are treated as i ndi vi dual s w i th thei r ow n needs and i nterests.  
● They are provi ded w i th opportuni t i es to parti ci pate i n communi cati ve use 

of  Engl i sh i n a w i de range of  acti vi t i es.  
● They are exposed to communi cati ve sources that are comprehensi bl e and 

rel evant to thei r ow n needs and i nterests.  
● They f ocus del i beratel y on vari ous l anguage f orm s,  ski l l s ( understandi ng,  

speaki ng,  readi ng,  w ri t i ng) ,  and strategi es i n order to support the process 
of  l anguage acqui si t i on.  

● They are exposed to soci o- cul tural  data and di rect experi ence of  the 
cul ture( s)  embedded w i thi n the target l anguage.  

●  They become aw are of  the rol e and nature of  l anguage and of  cul ture.  
●  They are provi ded w i th appropri ate f eedback about thei r progress.  
● They are encouraged to use thei r home l anguage and make connecti ons.  
● They are seen as an asset,  not a def i ci t  f or the educati on communi ty.  

 


